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March 2020 News 

 

Policing in the Parish  

 

Gone are the days of the ‘village bobby’, and a regular 

police presence in our village, however we now have a 

dedicated Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) Matt 

Duvall, for our Parish who attends on a regular basis.  

Rotherfield Parish is designated as a “low crime” area, 

although has had a couple of high-profile incidents 

recently, so accordingly is not afforded much of Sussex 

police’s limited resources which are concentrated in areas 

such as Eastbourne, Hastings, Hailsham etc. 

 

Wealden now also has a rural PCSO, Olivia Clinton, whose 

main role is to address rural crime, livestock worrying, 

poaching, theft and damage at isolated property and 

wildlife crime.   

 

Both Matt and Olivia are keen to receive information 

regarding any suspicious activities that are witnessed, 

irrespective of how trivial, as it goes towards intelligence 

that can be used to identify criminality.  So, a vehicle 

registration or a description of a person you feel may be up 

to no good may prove vital.  The best way to communicate this information is on-line via Sussex 

Police’s website (https://www.sussex.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/), or you can also report via 

the 101 phone number but this can mean you are held in a queue for some time.  Obviously the 

999 service should be used if a crime is in progress.  Anti-social driving or abandoned vehicles 

should be reported through “Operation Crackdown” (http://www.operationcrackdown.org). 

 
The Parish Council is in regular contact with the police service and continues to lobby for the 

safety of our Parish.  As well as reporting your concerns via the means above, please keep the 

Council informed by emailing the Clerk (clerk@rotherfieldparishcouncil.co.uk) so that we can alert 

the Parish of issues through social media.  One of our Councillors is also now part of the Sussex 

Countrywatch group and can report directly, and confidentially, mainly on rural matters. 

 
 

Parish Newsletter 

 

This month households across the Parish will receive a copy of our newsletter covering everything 

we have accomplished over the past six months and everything we are working towards.  Look 

out for your copy coming through your door soon!  

http://www.operationcrackdown.org/


 

Monthly Drop-In Surgery 

 

Our drop-in surgery this month will take place on Tuesday 3rd 

March 10:00am – 11:30am at the Deer Park Café.  Please pop in 

to speak to our Councillors, enjoy a cup of coffee or tea and share 

any concerns or suggestions you have. We look forward to seeing 

you.  

 

 

 

Our new website 

Over the past few months, we have been working on a new website which we are very proud of. 

It is work in progress, but we’d love you to take a look and give us feedback.  We wanted to give 

you a better idea of all the things we do (and don’t do as it’s County or District responsibility) as 

a Parish Council and show how you can help – from community speedwatch to helping us stop 

large lorries travelling through Rotherfield Village.  The website 

www.rotherfieldparishcouncil.co.uk  will go live on the 1st March. 

 

Dog Fouling 

It has been reported to the Parish Council that there has been an increase in dog fouling across 

the Parish but particularly around the Court Meadow and Rotherfield Surgery areas; this is a 

public health hazard.  Dog owners are currently permitted to walk their dogs on Court Meadow 

Green providing they clean up any dog mess left by their dog.  Please ensure that you clean up 

after your dog so that the streets are clean for everyone to use.  Thank You. 

 

Mark Cross Update 

As new Councillors representing Mark Cross and Eridge, Cllr Lucy Buck and Cllr Peter Kember 

have been spending time getting to know the area and understanding the wishes of the 

community in Mark Cross.  Last year the Council paid for a pavement connecting the school and 

nursery to the car park by the Millennium Green making it safer for children and parents walking.   

Suggestions so far from residents include a new pavement from Brickyard Lane to the garden 

centre and a play area for the local community. If you are a resident in Mark Cross ward and have 

a suggestion, please get in touch with our Clerk. 

 

Flooding, Road Repairs & Hazards 

With the recent bad weather, we are aware of 

large areas of flooding and road damage.  We 

recommend that any urgent matters of this 

nature are reported to East Sussex Highways 

on 0345 6080193 this number will also connect 

you with an "on call" steward if out of normal 

office hours or at weekends. It’s also been very 

useful to see parishioners posting any blocked 

roads on social media.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.rotherfieldparishcouncil.co.uk/


 

Eridge & Boarshead Update 

 

Many of our parishioners who live near Eridge Station have 

expressed frustration over commuters parking both sides of the 

pavement and making the road single lane traffic, causing daily 

traffic jams.  The Council are meeting with East Sussex Highways, 

Sussex Rail Community Partnership and Network Rail to explore 

how to reduce the number of cars parked on the road outside the 

station.  If your life is affected, please get in touch and we can 

connect you with local residents campaigning to change this for 

the better.  

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Council & Committee Meetings  

If you have any issue that you would like to raise with the Parish Council, please do not hesitate to contact 

any of the Councillors or the Parish Clerk. Please be aware that if a matter involves a decision from the 

Council it must appear on the agenda of a meeting and it is suggested that notification is advised at least 

a week before the meeting date. You are also very welcome to attend a meeting and raise any concerns 

or questions at the public forum at the start of the meeting at 19.30.   

 

March 2020 

 

Tuesday 3rd March  Highways, Lighting & Transport Committee  Rotherfield Village Hall 

Tuesday 10th March   Planning & Building Committee   Rotherfield Village Hall 

Thursday 26th March  Parish Council Meeting    Rotherfield Village Hall 

Tuesday 31st March  Planning & Building Committee   Rotherfield Village Hall 

 

April 2020 

Tuesday 7th April  Communications & Social Media Committee  Rotherfield Village Hall 

Tuesday 14th April  Recreation & Burial Committee   Rotherfield Village Hall 

Thursday 16th April  Finance & General Purposes Committee  Rotherfield Village Hall 

Tuesday 21st April  Planning & Building Committee   Rotherfield Scout Hut 

Thursday 30th April  Parish Council Meeting     Mark Cross   

           Community Centre 

 

Meetings start at 19:30 and are generally held in the Parish Council Room at Rotherfield Village Hall unless 

otherwise stated on the agenda.  Draft minutes of every meeting are added to the Parish Council website, 

and circulated via Twitter and Facebook, approximately 5 days after each meeting. 

 

Whilst we are always pleased to receive posts and tweets from parishioners on Facebook and 

Twitter please could any messages seeking or requiring action be made via email to 

clerk@rotherfieldparishcouncil.co.uk or phone 01892 664245. Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

 

 

 Trevor Thorpe, Clerk to Rotherfield Parish Council, 

82, Fermor Way, Crowborough, TN6 3BJ. Tel: 01892 664245 

Email: clerk@rotherfieldparishcouncil.co.uk Website - www.rotherfieldparishcouncil.co.uk 

For up to date news from the Parish Council please follow us on Twitter @RotherfieldPC and on Facebook 

mailto:clerk@rotherfieldparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www.rotherfieldparishcouncil.co.uk/

