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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
COMMUNICATIONS AND SOCIAL MEDIA COMMITTEE  

HELD ON TUESDAY 1ST DECEMBER 2020 AT 19:30 
HELD REMOTELY 

 
PRESENT 

 
COUNCILLORS ABSENT 

None 
 

ALSO PRESENT 
 

One member of the public & Adam Hardy (Council Administrator)  
 

1. TO RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING: - 
a Public Forum: 

None 
 

b Apologies for absence (LGA 1972 s85):  
None 
 

c Declaration of personal, prejudicial and disclosable pecuniary interests on items 
on the agenda, and updates to members’ register of interests.  
None 
 

d To resolve that the Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday 20th

October 2020 be taken as read and confirmed as a correct record and signed by 
the Chair. 
It was RESOLVED that these be confirmed and adopted as a true record and they were 
signed by the Chair of the Committee. 
 

e Update regarding matters arising and action items from previous meetings.
 Council Administrator reported that the November Parish Newsletter had been 

delivered to all households in the parish and the invoice has been received. 
 

 Council Administrator reported that Cllr Moore had succeeded in getting the 
Council logo updated and we now have a high quality logo that is being rolled out 
to all areas where it is used. 
 

 The Clerk had reported via email that all the noticeboards in the village square had 
been updated or repaired apart from the Bonfire Society.  It was agreed that Cllr 
Martin would inspect the notice board and obtain a quote for repair.  
Cllr Martin to inspect Bonfire Society Noticeboard. 
 

 It was agreed that noticeboards would be a permanent agenda item on meetings 
of this committee. 
Council Administrator to add a Noticeboard item to all future agendas of this 
committee. 

 

Cllr J Richardson – Chair Cllr L Buck Cllr A Martin 
Cllr A Moore – Vice Chair Cllr D Hiles Cllr L Henrick 
Cllr R Harris 
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f) Committee financial report and agree any actions required.
The committee noted the financial reports.  It was asked that the Clerk investigate the 
following items from the finance reports: 

 Newsletter costs had not appeared to be allocated to cost code 4155. 
 Zoom subscription costs should be allocated to admin as they effectively replace 

meeting room costs. 
Clerk to investigate and report back. 

 
 

2. RECEIVE INFORMATION AND MAKE DECISIONS ON ACTIONS AND 
EXPENDITURE REQUIRED REGARDING THE FOLLOWING MATTERS: - 

a) Review and update Communications & Social Media Committee Action Plan.
The committee noted that the action plan was up to date.  It was noted that next 
areas of work were on the parish ‘Welcome Pack’ and consideration of the 
practicalities of introducing a parish events calendar to the website.  
 

b)  Receive an update on progress of new Rotherfield Walks Leaflets. 
Cllr Richardson reported that councillors had been following the walks but the original 
leaflets proved hard to follow and many of the markers used for direction had been 
damaged, removed or were overgrown.  The intention is to re-publish these leaflets 
in a new and improved format with illustrations from a local artist and including the 
identification of local business on the routes.  
 
Cllr Martin suggested that the footpaths should be checked against the East Sussex 
Rights of Way maps for any changes since the original leaflets were published.  Cllr 
Richardson to liaise with the Clerk.  
 
Councillors discussed how the new walks would be made available.  It was agreed 
that download was essential but further discussion would take place regarding 
printed copies. 
 
Council Administrator to include an item on the next agenda of this committee to 
discuss publication options further.  
 

c)  Receive an update on Parish Map Boards replacement.
Cllr Richardson reported that David Peacock had been approached to see if the 
current maps could be updated with new information.  He had reported that this was 
possible at an approximate cost of £35 per map. 
 
It was RESOLVED that one map be updated with the new information and then a 
quote be sought from Newmans for copies to be installed in all the map boards 
across the parish.  Cllr Richardson to liaise with David Peacock. 
 

d)  Review progress of Parish Survey, collection of responses and consider 
placing online. 
The Council Administrator reported that the response to the Parish Survey had been 
minimal so far.  It was agreed that people should be reminded through social media 
to complete the survey and return it before January.  Council Administrator to 
promote though social media. 
 
Cllr Buck had reported that some households had been in touch to say that they 
needed more than one survey per household and if any were available in any of the 
businesses in the parish.  It was RESOLVED that RSM be approached to print an 
additional 100 surveys that could be placed in businesses for people to complete 
and return.  Council Administrator to contact RSM for additional printing. 
 
Discussion took place about the possibility of placing the survey online but concerns 
were raised that we would not get a true reflection of the needs of the households in 
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the parish if this action was taken.  It was agreed to focus on encouraging 
parishioners to return their paper surveys.  
 
It was reported that the proper course of action was for the Clerk and Council 
Administrator to collate the responses and produce the data for consideration.  Cllr 
Harris agreed to contact the Clerk to organise the way forward for collation.  
 

e)  Consider options for making parishioners aware of planning applications.
At the request of the Planning & Building Committee discussions took place to see if 
any provision could be made for helping parishioners to be aware of planning 
applications following the decision of Wealden District Council to no longer write to 
neighbouring properties as part of the application notice process.   
 
It was RESOLVED that no action could be taken other than continue to publish 
agendas on social media and encourage parishioners to communicate their 
comments to Wealden District Council.  
 

f)  Receive update on Broadband Community Fibre Partnerships. 
A presentation had been received for Councillors to view ahead of the meeting.  One 
member of the public addressed the committee on this matter summarised as 
follows: 
 Redgate Mill Area - have suffered poor broadband speeds for some time. Speeds 

of less that 1Mbps are not uncommon, and for businesses and residents alike 
this is not acceptable. 

 Residents have consulted with a number of organisations, BT, BT Openreach 
and ESCC / eSussex.  It is clear that they are not being considered in any near 
or future rollout in the area.  The suggestion is that they pursue the Community 
Fibre Partnership approach with BT Openreach. 

 The Community Fibre Partnership Process: 
 Register – Residents will be assigned a scheme number and an initial 

quote. 
 Get community support – Residents must gather detailed information on 

all those who are interested in participating and determine whether a 
property is classified as a business or residential. 

 Apply for voucher scheme – To obtain government funds to help pay for 
the project. A business will receive £3500, whilst a residence, £1500.  East 
Sussex CC provide a top-up scheme, which would add £1000 to each 
successful voucher application.  It will require interested parties committing 
to a super fast broadband package with any Internet Service Provider and 
they will make the application for the voucher. This is an important step. 

 Find legal entity – BT Openreach will only enter into a contract with a Legal 
Entity. 

 Agree project – With the BT Openreach cost, and the total of the vouchers, 
we can determine whether we are prepared to proceed. The key issue will 
be whether the group will be happy to contribute a sum towards any 
shortfall between the project cost and the monies raised through the 
voucher scheme. 

 Complete project – Once the contract has been signed BT Openreach has 
12 months in which to complete the project. 

 Residents are asking if Rotherfield Parish Council will consider being the legal 
entity for the project. 

 
It was reported that Frant Parish Council had just agreed to act as the legal entity for 
a project in their parish.  
 
Cllr Martin suggested that the Council should only consider the project if letters of 
intent could be obtained from the 13 properties concerned.  It was agreed that due 
to the potential cost of being the legal entity that this would have to be a decision for 
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Full Council.  A written update would be received in December and an item placed 
on the agenda of the January Parish Council Meeting for further consideration.  Clerk 
to add item to the January Parish Council meeting agenda. 
 

g)  Discuss arrangements for future virtual coffee mornings.
Cllr Buck suggested that following the recent Mark Cross Community Engagement 
meeting that perhaps virtual coffee mornings could be held for Eridge and 
Rotherfield.  It was agreed to hold an Eridge Community Engagement meeting in 
December and Rotherfield in January.  
 
The date for the Eridge Community Engagement meeting was set for Tuesday 15th 
December 2020 at 19:00.  Cllr Buck to produce poster for distribution on Social 
Media.  Council Administrator to set up Zoom meeting. 
 

3. TO RECEIVE NOTICE OF DATE OF NEXT MEETING OF THIS COMMITTEE. 
Tuesday 9th February 2020  
 

4. REPORTS IN RESPECT OF THE “EXCHANGE” AND “BOOK EXCHANGE” 
Reports had been circulated to Councillors regarding the removal of all the books from the 
exchange by persons unknown with no replacements.  Cllr Martin agreed to view the newly 
installed CCTV footage to see if anything had been caught from the Village Hall. 
 
It was RESOLVED to place CCTV signage in both kiosks.  Cllr Martin to install signage.  
Council Administrator to thank the Kiosk wardens for their continued service and update 
them on the committee’s decisions. 
 
Thanks were expressed to Cllr Moore for decorating the kiosks in time for the Christmas 
light switch on.  
 

5. REPORT DETAILS OF ANY URGENT ISSUES FOR NOTING OR INCLUSION ON 
FUTURE AGENDA. 
Cllr Buck brought attention to an email she had circulated regarding the East Sussex Cycle 
Path Public Consultation 2020 the deadline for this is the 11th December.  A cycle path from 
Rotherfield to Crowborough had been included but is marked as medium priority because 
of the hight cost.  It was suggested that the Council make representation to try and get the 
path moved up the list of priority.  Clerk in conjunction with Cllr Kitchenham & Cllr Rignall 
to make a representation on behalf of the council.  

 
 
Meeting ended at: 21:15 
 
 

……………………………….………………Chair..........................................................Date 


