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March 2021 Parish Council News 
 
Eridge Station Map: 
Travellers from Eridge Station in 1900 would have had no chance of getting on the wrong line if 
only they had had the new mural of railway services in Kent and Sussex available at the time. 
  Rotherfield Parish Council funded the £1,500 mural as part of the regeneration plan for the 
station, which includes the new footbridge, lift and the reopened waiting room.  It was the idea of 
former parish Councillor Adam Hardy and Sharon Gray from the South East Communities Rail 
Partnership and is the work of local artist and retired signwriter, David Peacock. 

The mural, which measures 
eight feet by four feet, took 
Mr Peacock several weeks 
from start to finish but was 
almost a labour of love as he 
has a keen interest in 
railways and local history.   
“I started work in 1957 as a 
“studio boy” in a London 
advertising agency and 
worked mainly on press 
advertising until the 1980s.  I 
then switched to traditional 
signwriting for the next 40 
years and also did line-
drawing illustrations sold as 
prints.  

“My early commuting days were by steam locomotive and I retain a great affection for them, 
though sadly we don’t have a line or station in Rotherfield anymore.” 
Cllr James Kitchenham 
 
Pavement Parking: 
We have received complaints from several parishioners over the last month regarding pavement 
parking.  We ask for your cooperation in keeping pavements accessible for all users.   
 
Covid Vaccinations: 
Councillors have now started to receive their vaccinations and Cllr Janice Richardson shares 
her experience with us: 
 

"As one of the older, vulnerable people I went for my vaccination at Saxonbury at the end 
of January.  It was a cold, damp day but there was almost no waiting and it was pleasantly 
warm and very well organised once inside.  Loads of volunteers, all helping and smiling, 
with clear information from the trainee doctor doing the actual vaccination.  It was a bit like 
musical chairs, constantly moving up one space!  Our vaccination champion told us he had 
only had one complaint from someone who had to travel 5 miles but I heard no complaints.  
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Indeed, the couple waiting with me had come from Forest Row, getting there 45 minutes 
early to make sure and they were very grateful to be there.  After a little negotiation they 
got in after me and no-one complained.  Many people were considerably older and frailer 
than me but they took it all in their stride.  I think my generation and older people remember 
only too well life before mass vaccination; the realisation that T.B. was often a death 
sentence; smallpox was still a terrifying thought; the annual summer fear of polio as most 
of us knew of people who had died or who were paralysed through it.  The boy next to me 
in class at junior school wore a calliper because of it.  (I hadn't realised that Mary Berry's 
hand was damaged through polio and had always assumed it was because of arthritis).  
Consequently, for our generation when the first vaccinations were offered to us, we seized 
the opportunity because we knew that the diseases were worse than anything the vaccine 
might cause.  However, it was totally painless and I had absolutely no side effects; neither 
did my husband a week later or any of the people we know.  I urge you if you are unsure 
and haven't yet had the vaccine to get it done as soon as you can.  Thank you to the 
scientists who have worked so quickly to develop the vaccines, to the volunteers who took 
part in the trials to test them, and to the NHS staff and volunteers who have organised the 
vaccinations locally.!” 

 
Dogs on the Recreation Ground: 
 
We have put up some new signage at the Recreation Ground to remind 
people that Dogs are not allowed on the Recreation Ground.  Dogs can 
be walked on the Millennium Green and Court Meadow Green.  Thank 
you for your cooperation in this matter.   
 
 
 
Parish Survey Results - Recreation Ground: 
We have analysed the results of the Parish Survey that was sent to households in November.  
These are relating to the Recreation Ground:  
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From the results gathered we propose to improve the children’s play areas throughout the parish.  
Look out for improvements at the Rotherfield Recreation Ground.  We are continuing to 
investigate possibilities for introducing a play area in Mark Cross.  

 
 
Whilst we are always pleased to receive posts and tweets from residents on our Facebook and 
Twitter sites please could any messages seeking or requiring action be made via email to 
clerk@rotherfieldparishcouncil.co.uk, or if urgent phone 01892 664245. Thank you for your 
cooperation.  
 

 
Forthcoming Council Meeting Dates 

 
If you have any issue that you would like to raise with the Parish Council, please do not hesitate to contact 
any of the Councillors or the Parish Clerk.  All are welcome to attend our meetings and if you have an 
issue that you would like to raise please forward it to the Clerk so that a response may be considered.  
Please be aware that if a matter involves a decision from the Council it must appear on the agenda of a 
meeting and it is suggested that notification is advised at least a week before the meeting date. 
 
 

March 2021 
Tuesday 2nd March  Highways, Lighting & Transport Committee  Virtual Zoom Meeting 
Tuesday 9th March  Planning & Building Committee    Virtual Zoom Meeting 
Thursday 25th March  Parish Council Meeting    Virtual Zoom Meeting 
Tuesday 30th March  Planning & Building Committee   Virtual Zoom Meeting 
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April 2021 
Tuesday 6th April  Communications & Social Media Committee  Virtual Zoom Meeting 
Tuesday 13th April  Recreation & Burial Committee   Virtual Zoom Meeting 
Thursday 15th April  Finance & General Purposes Committee  Virtual Zoom Meeting 
Tuesday 20th April  Planning & Building Committee Meeting  Virtual Zoom Meeting 
Thursday 29th April  Parish Council Meeting    Virtual Zoom Meeting 
 
Depending on how the Coronavirus situation develops it may be possible to hold these meetings physically 
and venues will be advertised when the agenda is published.  
 
All of the above meetings are currently being held virtually.  Members of the public are welcome to attend, 
please contact the Clerk for access arrangements.  Draft minutes of meetings are added to the Parish 
Council website, and circulated via Twitter and Facebook, approximately 5 days after each meeting. 
 
 
 Trevor Thorpe, Clerk to Rotherfield Parish Council, 

82, Fermor Way, Crowborough, TN6 3BJ. Tel: 01892 664245 
Email – clerk@rotherfieldparishcouncil.co.uk Website - www.rotherfieldparishcouncil.co.uk 

For up to date news from the Parish Council please follow us on Twitter @RotherfieldPC and on Facebook 
 


